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How diverse is our conversation today?
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“So, who are You exactly, my dear audience?”
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Financial: greater financial security  and free time - low faith in hard work - want to earn twice as much - dream to retire at 60 – instable pensions

Environment: worry for future generations - about climate change and migration – growing social inequality in southern Europe

Political: democracy wins by knock out - both national goverments as EU need to lead us - taxes to be spend on healthcare, pensions and education

Belief: freedom, dignity, solidarity & equality prevail above competition and performance - we rely on ourselves - our own country is the best –

most optimistic are young pro-EU Urban male inhabitants, most pessimistic founding EU countries

2019



FINANCIAL crisis ECOLOGICAL crisis

BELIEF crisisPOLITICAL crisis

What hinders us

to live our European dream?
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Lets start with understanding any financial crisis

FINANCIAL
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Remember The 2008 Financial Crisis 

triggered by bankers and goverments but it were consumers like you and me who were spending

by lending.

lehman housing bubble

credit greece



vYouth

Unemployment 33%

33%

20%

11%

In 2019, average Economic growth is back (2%) 

youth unemployment still extremely high



And then there was Corona…

and then there was Corona……

meet biological disruption!



Corona Out…

War In ……



Every day the world becomes a better place to live!

16 GOOD Things increasing
The world is definitely a better place to live in

16 BAD Things decreasing



in 2030 
the middle class 

will for the first time in history

overscore the poor class 

creating a tremendous amounts

of wealth consumers
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Yes,
The outlook for Economicgrowth is bright: 

in 2050 we’ ll have 10 billion consumers



10 Billion consumers

eager to live our modern lifestyle



but, overcoming the financial crisis, created an ecological Crisis

FINANCIAL
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Which year was this film released?



10 billion consumers

demand

water, food and energy

delivered

by 2.5 planets earth

http://www.worldometers.info/nl/

Source WWF



PARIS  2015

after 7 years we are still on a 3.5 scenario….

The PARIS TREATY OF 2015 REMAINS A CHALLENGE

UNREALISTIC IS A BETTER WORD



The latest plan to reduce CO2, 

part of the EU Green Deal

Will we succeed this time?



What are the additional costs to reach the Paris Goals?

+  2%
OF THE GLOBAL GDP

Source: International Enegery Agency / IPCC / bit.ly/2-percent-more

95 Trillion USD
(95.000.000.000.000)

Global GDP 2022

To compare:

• In 1945 the USA spend 36% GDP 

to end World War II

• In 2008 the USA spend 3.5% GDP 

to save banks to big to fall 

• In 2020 14% of the Global GDP 

was spend on COVID support

• Yearly 2% GDP spend on Military
• One-off  1% GDP

to buy the whole Amazone forest





SHELL developed a 2070 scenario called Sky

which limits temperature increase to 2 degrees

Nuclear, Oil, Coal and CO2 Storage are part of this scenario, 

Natural Gas 

produces

50% CO2

compared to

Coal



Planting Trees is an available - slow - technology to 

capture CO2

Earth’s forests absorb 16 billion metric tons of CO2 annually,
Forests also emit 8.1 billion tons back to the atmosphere.

Forests absorbed a net amount of 7.6 billion tons of CO2 by roughly 

Which is a fifth 
of the 36 billion tons of CO2 emitted by humans in 2019.



10 billion people eager to live to the max will only 

consume less with global taxation of CO2 emissions

Current rate of CO2 tax:
3 USD per ton

Proposal of the IMF:
25 USD per ton - Poorest Countries

50 USD per ton - Developing countries

75 USD per ton - Richest countries

no action will lead in 2100 to a yearly global GDP damage of roughly 7 - 37%

10 Billion consumers

eager to live our modern lifestyle



To conclude, Global Warming is a reality, the EU Green Deal has the right 

ambition, it is possible to meet the 1.5 C target, it only costs 2% of the GDP

if we dont succeed, it is not the end of the world, but a huge step backwards in evolution

Today90% of all Earth Ice is on Antartica in a 3 km 

thick icepack, but 90 millionyears ago west 

antartica was covered with tropical rainforests

There were 5 previous mass distinctions
the earth will for sure survive a 6th, with or without humankind 
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If we 

know how to solve the climate crisisiS

for many years

why don’t we succeed?



The world & Europe have a political crisis
do we? 

FINANCIAL POLITICAL CRISIS
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Welcome to the new wrold order:

In 2030 Europe’s share in world economy will shrink to 14 % , still relevant  BUT  number 3 

after China (1) and the USA (2)



China, Russia, Turkey, Saudi-

Arabia globalized, kapatilized,  
but hardly democrized

In the Age of 

Globalization

The World is politically

more diverse than ever 

before

International EU Diplomacy is 

therefore more needed than ever 

before



From 2014 to 2019 , 

Europe, had economic

growth, 

how did the EU citizens perceive

this?



Migrati

Climate

is not the biggest

threat for Europeans.

nor Economy

Migration is..
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an effective Immigration Policy is conditional for an effictive Climate Policy



EUROPE has become the Eldery Home of the world
we can and need to absorb immigrants in a predictable and manegeable way

also given the large labor shortages to come around 2030

CHINA 37

USA 38

EU 43

INDIA 27
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The EU and national goverments needs to promote

their successes in a much more effective way

immigration should be a top priority to fight

populism & brexism

Top 3 achievements of the EU are Peace, Freedom and Internal Market
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EUR 35 B 

Saving Greece

-40% CO2

by 2030 Paris

+ 1.5 M Jobs

growth stimulation

Re-Invest

EUR 392 B

EFSI 2014 – 2019

25 M Tons Plastics

Ban some Plastics

EUR 1.5 B

Trade Agreement

Japan Canada

Top 20 EU Achievements 2014 - 2019

+ 1600 EU border 

guards

10.000 by 2027

1 Digital 

Internal Market

EUR + 1.5 B

Defense

Harmonization

180vs30

EUvsUS

weapon systems

Gas Directive

EU prosecutors

End of Roaming

EU fines EUR 8.4 B

North Macedonie

Citizen Initiatives

EU - US

new trade statement

-90% refugees

2018 vs 2015

Turkey Statement
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But Why do YOU and I 

refuse to take responsibility
to solve the climate crisis ourselves and continue to look at politicians?



What do we actually belief today?

“Gott ist Tot” 
Friedrich Nietze, Also sprach Zarathusta in 1889
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BELIEF
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“In God we trust” 
becomes a minority in Europe, so what do we believe?

“No belief” fluctuates between 10% to 50% 
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Humanism
Justice

Good

Citizenship

Freedom

of religion

Huma

Freedom

of speech

FreeGood

Governance

Economic Growth Employment Your OpinionSustainability

Europe defined the following

values in what we believe



“Open Minded and Closed Minded are the new Left and Right”

Tony Blair



v

(Social) Media has become a main driver of what we believe
which is a tremendous opportunity to change mass behaviour

School Traditional media

Environment Social Media



“A less is more” belief can be seen as a summary 

for all de-growth scenario’s of environmentalist's 



There are roughly 2 visions how to solve climate challenges
they don’t conflict, we can embrace them both

The Prophets:

consume less, de-growth

The Wizzards

innovate, grow



Spiritual: embracing a “Less is More” belief will buy us time to meet 1.5C

Political: a stable and open EU are conditional for a successfull EU Green deal, incl. global CO2 taxation

Ecological: limiting global warming to 1.5C is still possible if we make huge steps in this decade

Economical: economies will grow and finance innovations for energy transitions

A European Dream for the 2030’s

Economic growth EU Green Deal

belief “Less is More”Open Societies
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v
To conclude: 

how to build your own European dream?

1. Update your belief continiously, preferable with a “Less is more” mentality

2. Defend the ”open society” values within the EU 

3. Use your freedom of speech: join discussions at Digital Media about European challenges

4. Calculate your own CO2 food print on https://eplca.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ConsumerFootprint.htm

5. Build yourself an opinion on Nuclear Energy, CO2 storage and CO2 taxes

6. Work hard to stimulate economic growth and innocations

7. Continue to enjoy life in the best part of the world: Europe

8. Come to visit the EU: listen, learn and discuss with European colleagues and politicians
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own country is the best, more financial securiy , more free time, worries for future generations, low faith in 

hard work and entrpreneurship, rely on themselves, democracy wins by knock out, biggest issues are climat

change and immigration, both national goverments as the EU needs to lead us, taxes should be spend on 

healthcare, pensions and education, a Universal Basic Income is far from wanted, we want to earn twice as 

much and dream to retire at 60 







Test your own knowledge on how to stop climate change

https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2019/04/specials/climate-change-solutions-quiz/index.html
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GREENPEACE

Project Drawdown

Edition.cnn.con

Climate change 

solutions quiz

EARTHCHARTERR.ORG

Statistica.com

Co2.earth

feps-europe.eu

Ecfr.eu

FRIENDSOFRIO

Bit.ly/2-percent-

moe

UN.ORG

https://nature4clima

te.org/

Comenius.

clubofrome.org

World in figures

CEPS

Theschooloflife.com

Lifelonglearning .eu

IMFBLOG>COM

Finishpoverty.org
Wbcsd.org

BOS.NL

Policysolutions.hu


